Targeting the messengers of death: the advent of selective activation of apoptosis for cancer therapy.
Apoptosis is a ubiquitous, highly coordinated process of self-destruction. Conventional cancer therapeutic agents can cause, to a certain degree, apoptosis of cancer cells. However, they do so in an indiscriminate manner leading to unacceptable side effects. Strategies of selectively activating apoptosis of cancer cells are described.